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CONCLUSIONS 

Adaptation of Latvian Old Believers was 

mutually depended on both the state 

and the community. 

Self-government provided both 

incorporation in the political system of 

the state governance and inside 

independence, and thus, responsibility 

for organizing parishes’ activities. 

The state supported organizing of 

religious practice, and this motivated 

keeping of religious identity. 

Public activities enhanced development 

of diversified education and expressing 

loyalty to the state. 

Religious and secular education 

provided Old Believers’ inclusion in the 

educational system of the country and 

development of religious educational 

standards. 

International collaboration provided 

self-awareness of Old Believers of 

Latvia as representatives of the one 

community. 
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Old Believers (OB) formed in the result of the Schism in Russian 

Orthodox Church in 17th century. Before 1905, OB existed 

illegally with several restrictions in political, social, economic 

and religious life. In 1918, the newly formed Republic of Latvia 

proclaimed freedom of faith and support to all inhabitants. 

The Central Committee for the Affairs of Old Believers in Latvia 

(November, 1920) 

The Committee of Spiritual Affairs (March, 1922)  

The Council of the Old Believers’ Meetings and Congresses 

(August, 1928) 

 

Public organisations with educational, cultural, entertaining 
mission 
Donations to governmental projects 
Active political work in the Parliament (Saeima) 

Tutorial on the Old Belief (1924) 

Educational courses for teachers of Religion (1930) 

Educational programme on the subject of Religion (1931) 

Obligatory Latvian language courses and exams (1937) 

Legal registration of parishes (from 1920) 

Legal self-registration of marriages (from 1928) 

State allowances  

Partners: the Central Council of Old 

Believers in Lithuania (Kaunas) and 

Old Believers’ Council of Poland 

(Vilnius) 

Publishing and disseminating of 

religious and educational editions 


